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the standing orders to ensure a thorough parliamentary
discussion of his criticisms. A joint public accounts com-
mittee of ten members came into existence in 1913, performed
a useful service in subsequent years, but in 1932 was
suspended for economy, and has noj since been revived.
The slight use made of such a committee limits the scope of
the private member. "The parliamentarian outside the
cabinet circle," complained an Australian public man in
language which would be well understood in Ottawa, "finds
that he is only a cog in a complicated machine, and hence
debates become dull and uninteresting and quorum bells
constantly ring recalling truant members to make a House/'9
The chamber has also been ineffective in discussing foreign
affairs, at least in the inter-war period, 1918-39. ''No
parliament which is responsible for its foreign policy/'
commented a keen observer in 1929, "has less discussion
of foreign affairs than has the Australian parliament/'10
It complacently left virtually all deliberations to the Govern-
ment without seeking to influence it by debate.
Such shortcomings, like those in the national Parliament
at Ottawa, are explained by the social environment. The
meagre interest in strict parliamentary controls over finance
is a product of that casual attitude towards the spending
of public money, developed in the era of colonial expansion,
when all groups zealously pressed for expenditure and
believed in a limitless national wealth. The physical
necessities of a colonizing people in a dry continent threw
an additional emphasis upon spending rather than upon
economy. The optimistic mood of the community was
unfriendly to the canons of Gladstonian finance; it cramped
any zeal to ferret out waste and remove it. Public penny-
pinching ways were looked on askance as something altogether
incongruous with Australian expansion; they were rejected
as exhibiting an unpatriotic lack of faith in the destiny of
the country. Allied to these prevalent sentiments and
9P. E. Coleman, "Public Finance and Parliamentary Methods** (Australian
Quarterly, Sept., 1933).
ieEvidence of F. W. Eggleston before the Select Committee of the Senate on
the Advisability or Otherwise of Establishing Standing Committees. Minutes of
Evidence, 1929-30, para. 93.